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Focus Area #1: Aligning Learning Objectives to Assessments 

https://vimeo.com/442704352/2eebefcbff 

Lindsay Ledebur again; an instructional designer with the Johns Hopkins University, School of Medicine. 
In this brief video, I'll be discussing Focus Area #1: Creating learning objectives that are aligned to 
assessments. Let's get started.  

Learning objectives describe to your students what they will be able to do by the end of a course or 
module.  

A good set of learning objectives fully encompasses and lays out to students what they will accomplish 
in a period of time.  

And because the learning assessments in your course are the ways that students demonstrate their 
achievement of specific skills or knowledge, they should be closely aligned to the course and module 
objectives.  

Writing out and including course and module or weekly learning objectives, for your course, will 
ultimately help your students understand what is expected and how they will demonstrate mastery of 
skills or content in your course. This may also help keep your students engaged, illustrating the 
relevance and value of the course content and assessments. Additionally, it may assist your students 
with setting goals, planning and strategizing, and monitoring their progress throughout the course.  

And when your course assessments are closely aligned to your objectives, this will demonstrate to your 
students the importance of the objectives.  

When getting started with writing learning objectives, it is important to keep in mind that they should 
be SMART: specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and timely.  

This will help to ensure objectives fully explain the learning, how and when they will be assessed, and 
that they can be achieved, and are important to the mastery of the course content.  

Furthermore, it is important that when you create your course and module objectives, that they are 
aligned to one another, and the course assessments.  

If an objective does not align to any assessment or vice versa, you likely have a gap, and need to either 
add or modify one or more objectives or assessments to ensure that there are no gaps.  

The inclusion of course, and module learning objectives that are closely aligned to course assessments 
aligns with the UDL principles of providing multiple means for engagement and action and expression.  

And more specifically within those principles, this strategy aligns with providing multiple options for 
recruiting interest, sustaining effort and persistence, self-regulation, and executive functions. 

 

https://vimeo.com/442704352/2eebefcbff

